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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


In  this  issue: 

Rank  of  States  in  Livestock 
Numbers  and  Production. 


STEER  AND  HEIFER  PRICES  AND 
CEILINGS  AT  CHICAGO 


BY  YEARS 
$  PER  100  LBS. 

Choice  steers* 

  (FORMERLY 

"GOOD" GRADE  ) 


BY  MONTHS 


J  I  L 


CEILING^ 

t 

AV.  FIRST 
3  WEEKS 
FOR  MAY 

1940 


1945 


1950 


1950 


1951 


*AV.  900-1,000  AND  1,100-1,300  LBS.  °AV.  600-800  AND  800-1,000  LBS. 

i  APPROXIMATE  EQUIVALENT  OF  ANNOUNCED  WHOLESALE  CEILINGS 


U.  S.  DEPARTM  ENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG.48180-XX     BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


Dollars-and-cents  ceilings  were  placed  on 
beef  prices  at  wholesale  and  retail  on  May  14. 
No  specific  ceilings  were  set  up  for  live 
cattle  prices,  but  an  indirect  control  on  over- 
all average  cattle  prices  was  imposed  by  a 
flimit  on  total  cost  to  packers  of  cattle  pur- 
■  chased  in  a  specified  period. 

Ceilings  at  all  levels  were  scheduled  for 
rollbacks  on  August  1  and  October  1. 


The  wholesale  ceiling  for  Choice  beef 
carcasses  for  June  is  equivalent  to  about 
$34.20  for  live  cattle  of  Choice  grade  at 
Chicago,  or  about  the  same  as  the  price  for 
this  grade  in  January;  and  the  ceiling  for 
August  is  about  $32.70  or  about  equal  to  last 
December's  price.  The  October  ceiling  has 
not  be  en  announced. 
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f  W-  E  ■■■L'^I  Y  E-S  T  0  C  K    A  R  D    M  .EAT  •S-I  T' IF  A  T  I  0  N 


/^pDroved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  May  c-lj  1951 

'■     ■  :  •  STMdAI?Y 

Cattle  slaurjhter  varied  considerably  from  week  to  week  after  the 
amiouHceinent  of  ths  new  price  control  regulation  on  April  28,  but  the  total 
for  MblY  showed  about  the  usual  seasonal  gain  over  Aprils,    Prices  of  cattle 
moved  lower  during  much  of  May^,  then  recovered  part  of  thie  loss.     Late  in 
th'.3  month,  they  iverc  a  little  above  tlio  ceiling  that  was  about  to  go  into 
effect t 

31',;ug}itcr  of  hogs  v:ris  unusually  steady  from  M-iroh  to  about  the  middle 
of  I'iray  Y.'hon  tlie  seasonal  decline  began*    Prices  of  hogs  also  were  stable 
during,  the  March  to  May  pE.  riodo    A  seasonal  dov/ntrend  in  slaughter  and  some 
strengthening  of  prices  are  expected  through  early  summer ♦ 

Pork  production  in  May  was  around  10  ■'percent  larger  than  a  year 
earlier^     During  the  rest  of  1351,  the  gain  over  1950  probably  will  be  5  to 
10  percent  a     Beef  supplies  are  expected  to  fluctuate  more  than  usual  in 
months  ahead  but  total  output  for  June  to  December  is  likely  to  equal  or 
exceed  the  total  for  the  same  months  of  1950c! 

Do liars- and- cents  ceilings  on  retail  and  wholesale  prices  of  beef 
vrent  into  effect  by  mid- May,     Ceilings  at  retail  xvcre  set  up  by  cut,  grade, 
ole^ss  of  store,  on.d  geographic  zone*     Tlie  now  ceiling  prices  average  about 
the  same  us  April  prices,  with  some  cuts  higher  and  others  loxver. 

Grading  of  all  meat  except  pork  by  Federal  standards  is  now  required. 

Ceiling  limitations  were  placed  on  prices  of  live  cattle  effective, 
for  most  packers,  on  June  4«     There  is  no  schedule  of  live  cattle  ceilings 
as  such,  but  the  overall  average  of  cattle  prices  is  restricted  by  an 
aggregate  total  cost  each  slaughterer  is  allowed  to  pay  for  the  cattle  ho 
kills.     This  -laximuiii  cost  is  computed  by  the  slaughterer  on  the  basis  of  the 
wholesale  ceiling  prices  for  his  carcasses  as  they  actually  grade,  weigh, 
and  dress  out© 

Prices  for  live  cattle  under  this  ceiling  average  about  10  percent 
less  than  in  April  and  about  the  same  as  in  January©     The  reduction  v/as 
intended  to  remove  the  squeeze  on  packers  and  distributors,  v\rhose  margins 
narrov\red  after  January  27  as  v/holesale  and  retail  prices  were  nearly 
stationary  while  prices  of  cattle  advanced* 

Rollbacks  in  prices  of  beef  and  of  cattle  are  scheduled  by  the  Office 
of  Price  vStabilization  for  August  1  and  October  le     The  combined  reduction  at 
retail  is  bo  be  9  cents  a  poundo    Live  cattle  prices  are  to  be  reduced  about 
proportionately 5  or  near  those  of  last  June© 


LIAY  1951 


-  4  - 


REVIEVv  Ai\'D  OUTLOOK 

Hog  Slaughter  Begins 
Seasonal  Decline 

Hog  slaughter  r.-as  ijnusually  stable  through  the  March-May  period 
when  marketings  from  the  fall  pig  crop  are  largest,    Vfeekly  slaughter  under 
Federal  inspection  in  11  successive  weeks  beginning  the  first  v/eek  in  I'.'-arch 
varied  only  between  1,118  thousand  head  and  1,185  thousand.  Slaughter 
began  to  decline  seasonally  in  mid-iviay,  but  by  tlie  week  ended  r'ay  26  it  was 
down  only  to  1^029  thousand  head.     Compared  with  last  year,  the  total 
nuinber  slaughtered  under  inspection  in  ^iarch-May  was  up  9  percent,  '.'Yi-uh 
average  slaughter  weights  a  little  heavier,  pork  production  was  10  percent 
larger. 

Prices  were  almost  as  stable  during  the  3  months,    YIeekly  averages 
for  barrows  and  gilts  at  Chic? go  moved  between  a  high  of  -^22 •12  per 
100  pounds  and  a  lov:  of  ■1-21.03.     Prices  h^ive  been  higher  this  spring  than 
last  and  in  late  Uay  were  about  ^1*75  per  100  pounds  above  a  year  earlier, 

!"^og  slaughter  is  expected  to  decline  seasonally  through  early 
siommer  but  to  continue  larger  than  last  year.    Until  about  the  fir.st  of 
September  J  slaugliter  vdll  come  from  the  rest  of  the  1950  fell  pig  crop  and 
from  sovi'S,    Prcbebly  at  ler.st  as  much,  and  possibly  more,  of  the  fall  crop 
XW.S  marketed  by  June  1  this  year  as  last,     liovvever,  a  larger  slaughter  of 
sews  is  expected  thJ  s  summer^  and  the  r:ork  surely  may  average  5  to  10  per- 
cent- larger  than  last  summer,.     Moreover,  if  the  1951  spring  pig  crop  turns 
out  about  as  indicated  last  December,  this  degree  of  increase  in  pork 
supplies  could  continue  through  the  rest  of  the  year© 

Prices  of  hogs  are  expected  to  rise  seasonally  during  early  summer* 
The  percentage  increase  may  be  a  little  loss  than  average  for  the  season, 
because  of  the  restrictions  of  present  price  ceilings  or  those  that  may  be 
put  in  force.    Pork  prices  are  still  limited  by  the  ceiling  order  of 
January  26,  rfiiich  set  ec.ch  dealer's  maximujn  at  the  highest  price  he  charged 
during  the  December  19-January  25  period.     This  v;"ould  restrain  any  strong 
upvf-ard  tendency  in  hog  prices.     At  present,  there  are  no  ceilings  on  prices 
of  live  hogs. 

Ceilings  on  Boe_f_  Charged  to 
r'ollars-and-cents  System 


Ceiling  prices  on  beef  at  wholesale  and  retail  v;ere  changed  to  a 
dollars-and-cents  basis  by  the  Office  of  Price  Stabilization  on  April  28# 
The  new  ceilings  at  retail  are  set  up  as  specific  iDrices  by  grade,  cut, 
class  of  store  and  geographic  zone.     Ceilings  at  wholesale  are  detailed  by 
grodo  and  wholesale  cut,  and  are  adjusted  for  location  and  for  type  of 
service  given. 

The  general  level  of  the  new  retail  ceilings  on  beef  is  about  the 
same  as  in  April,  as  some  cuts  arc  a  little  higher  in  price  and  others  lower, 

Betv/een  January  26  and  early  Hay,  ceilings  for  be3f  wore  set  in  the 
same  m.anner  as  those  for  pork;  that  is,  at  each  dealer's  highest  price 
recjived  for  sc  les  of  substantial  volume  during  thj  5  we^.ks  December  19  to 
Jrnuary  25, 


Cattle  Prices  TTnder  an  Average 
Cej.Ti np-  Lj.mi t at  ion 


A  ceiling  price  limitation  was  placed  on  live  oottle  by  the  April  28 
ord'~r«     Tnero  is  no  schedule  of  live  animal  ceilrngs  as  such,  but  the  general 
average  of  cattle  prices  is  limited  by  a  m.aximum  totcl  co£t--called  drove 
cost--th9.t  slaughterers  can  pay  for  the  cattle  thoy  kill  in  each  acco'onting 
period.     Each  slaughterer  calculotes  his  perniissable  drove  cost  on  the  basis 
of  the  sp5cifie''  TJholesale  ceiling  prices  for  his  carcasses  as  they  actually 
grade,  iveigh,  and  dress  out.     In  the  calculation  he  lumps  steers,  cov/s, 
he^fers',  and  stags  in  one  categoryo    Bulls  a-lone  are  a  second  category, 

•^ach  slaughterer  is  reauired  to  stay  mthin  his  cost  naximun  as  a 
single  total,  under  penalty  of  losing  part  of  his  slaughter  quota.  However, 
he  docs  not  have  to  balance  out  by  class  or  grade,     Tlius,  he  can  pay  a  price 
higher  for  some  kinds  of  cattle  than  the  equivalent  of  v>tiolesale  ceilings, 
but  he  "-ould  hsve  to  offset  this  by  under-pricing  other  cattle. 

Cattle  prices  will  thus  be  free  to  fluctuate  somewhat  among  grades 
and  from  v/eek  to  "Teek  even  though  their  general  average  level  is  restrained 
"  by  the  ceiling*    Prices  are  of  course  free  to  decline  belov/  ceilings. 

The  ceiling  restrictions  on  live  cattle  7/ent  into  effect,  for  iri^st 
packers,  on  Juno  -la     For  w^'ome  firms  the  first  period  Tvill  be  "less  tlxan  their 
customary  acco^^inting  periods    An  accounting  period  is  usually  of  4  vreeks 
length. 

Ceiling  on  Cattle  Prices  about 
Equal  to_  January  Prices 

Tae  ceiling  limit  now  in  effect  on  cattle  prices  is,  on  the  average, 
about  10  percent  less  than  April  prices  and  about  the  same  as  prices  in 
Jp^nuary  1951, 

The  approximate  live-cattle    equivalents  of  v:?iolesale  beef  ceilings, 
shorm  in  Table  1,  range  from  $37^00  per  100  rounds  for  Prime  grade  (steers 
and  heifers)  to^CUQ^SO  for  Canner  and  Cutter  (cov/s  and  stags).    These  prices 
are  derived  by  use  of  aporoxim.ate  average  dressing  yields.    Actual  prices 
v/ill  differ  to  the  extent -that  actual  yields  differ  from  those  assumed. 

Ceilings  were  placed  on  live  cattle  at  near  tlee  January  level,  said 
the  Office  of  Price  Stabilization,  in  order  to  rer.ove  the  squeeze  on  packers 
and  di stributor s »     Their  margins  had  narrov;ed  after  January  27  as  wholesale 
and  retail  eric:;s  remained  ner.rly  stationary  whilo  prices  of  ccttle  advanced. 
The  OPS  is  charged  by  law  v;ith  maintaining  "fair  and  equitable"  margins  for 
processors  in  cermection  with  ceilings c 

Rollbacl£s  of  Bee£  and  _Cattle 

Prices  S^eJ:  for  /^ugust  and  October 

Prices  of  beef  at  retail  and  v/holesale  end  of  live  cattle  are  due  to 
be  rolled  back  on  .lugust  1  and  again  on  October  1.     Each  reduction  at  retail 
is  to  be  of  4  to  5  cents,     F.etail  prices  after  October  1  would  thus  be 
9  cents  belov/  their  present  level,  and  about  equal  to  triose  of  June  1950c 
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Table  1,-  Price  per  100  pounds  for  slaughter  cr.ttle  by  grades  at  Chicago, 
January-May  1951,  rind  approximate  live  cattle  equivalents- of  vholesalo 
beef  prico  ceilings  announced  for  Juno  and  August,  "ij 


• 

Canner 

Item 

:  Prime  : 

Choice  : 

Good 

: Commercial 

: Utility: 

and 

■  • 

Cutter 

!  Dollars 

Ebllars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Market  prices  at  Chicago: 

Boof  steers,  slaughter  2./ 

1951  by  month  Jan, 

!     38  ,  38 

34.77 

31.88 

29,47 

27.32 

Feb. 

\  39.45 

35.98 

33,09 

30,96 

28,54 

Mar  • 

!  40,03 

36.67 

33.86 

31.97 

29.96 

Apr, 

:  40,16 

36,93 

34,49 

32,78 

30.74 

By  weeks  ended  May  3 

:  39,35 

36.57 

34.15 

32,24 

28,81 

"    10  - 

\  38.82 

36,60 

34.06 

31.50 

28,31 

"     17  ■ 

.  38.41 

36,24 

33,83 

30,68 

27,35 

"  OA 

!  38»o7 

36,79 

34.  <i7 

31,  33 

C  o^vs ,  s  1  au  ght  er  ! 

1951  by  months  Jan,  • 



... 

... 

24,64 

23.03 

20,17 

Feb.  J 

•     •  •  — 

... 

.  .. 

26«88 

24.86 

21,48 

•  •                Mar©  1 

'  . 

... 

27,86 

25.46 

22,19 

Apr, 

... 

... 

28.82 

26,33 

22,55 

By  weeks  ended  May    5  ! 

>  ... 

... 

... 

28.18 

25,58 

21.52 

12 

... 

... 

.... 

28,12 

25,28 

20.90 

"     19  ; 





28,95 

25.  65 

21.32 

29,  62 

26.  42 

CC  .  10 

Heifers,   slaughter  o/  : 

.1951  by  months  Jan*  ; 

36,98 

34.43 

31.10 

28.11 

Fob. 

!  37.33 

35  c  05 

52,11 

29.50 

Mar. 

:  37.52 

35.30 

32,64 

30.09  . 

Apr,  ! 

37,43 

35.88 

33.60 

31.01 

By  weeks  ended  May    5  \ 

36.85 

35.18. 

33,10 

30.22 

CO,  00 

'Z'Z  TO 

"      19  ! 

:  37.10 

35,58 

53.18 

29.92 

"    26  ! 

57.50 

35.92 

33,70 

30,55 

OPS  Ceiling- equivalent  .  j 

price  at  Chicago  ^  \ 

Juno- July  ! 

57,00 

34,20 

31,50 

27.30 

21.80 

19.50 

Au  gu  st-  So  pt  emb  er  j 

35,50 

32,70 

30.00 

25.80 

21.30 

19.50 

1/  A  further  rollback  is  scheduled  for 

October, 

but  no 

specific  prices  have 

boon 

announced, 

Zj  Corn  Belt  steers  sold  out  of  first  hands  for  slaughter. 

3/  Prime  and  Choice  are  600-800  pounds.  Good  500-900  pounds.  Commercial  all  weights 
^  Average  for  steers,  heifers,  cov:s  and  stags  as  derived  from  announced  Chicago 
wholesale  ceiling  prices  at  the  following  drssing  yields  for  the  6  grades  starting 
with  Prime:  62,  59,  56,  53,  47,  43. 


Prices  of  live  cat t] g  would  probably  fall  in  about  like  proportion, 
LivG-cattle  cnuivalonts  of  .  wholoijaio  ceilings  for  August  and  Sopteraber  are 
set  at  ^51,50  less  than  in  Juno  and'  July  for  the  top  4  grades,  and  <1|0t,50  less 
for  the  Utility  grr^de.     The  Caanor  and  Cutter  grades  are  not  to  be  changed* 
It  has  not  been  aniiouncr-.d  hovr  much  live  cattle  prices  will  be  rolled  back  on 
October  1,  but  the  combined  August-October  reduction  is  to  be  9  percent. 
Such  a  reduction  would  result  in  prices  of  cattle  also  close  to  those  of 
June  1950 » 

The  OPS  cxplcined  that  price  rollbacks  were  delayed  until  August  and 
October  in  order  to  give  feeders  who  had  bought  cattle  before  April  28,  the 
dote  of  the  announcement,  a  chanco  to  sell  ther,.  at  the  mid- summer  price, 

i-.ecord-keeping  He  qui  rod  Preparatory 
to  '^ossi^le  Allocations 

A.  distribution  regulation  that  accompoxLied  the  ceiling  orders  requires 
that  records  be  ]:opt  by  slaughterers  and  procesf;ors  for  use  in  the  event  that 
allocation  of  rreats  becomes  necessary  later  on. 

Federal  Meat  Ort  dpJig 
Service  Extended 

Under  OPS  Distribution  Regulat  ion  c  G.  11  meat,  except  pork  and  meat 
slaughterod  by  farmers  for  their  ovm  consumption,  must  be  graded  according 
to  standards  of  the  Federal  grading  system..    The  Federal  meat  grading  service 
has  been  exnrnded  to  carry  out  the  grading  progro.m.  assigned  it  in  connection 
mth  this  rerulation»     Grading  will  be  done  in  all  t^^'pes  of  slaughtering 
plants,  regardless  of  whether  they  receive  B'ederal  inspection  by  the  Bureau 
of  Anim.al  Industry,     In  all  instances,  grading  mil  be  performed  according 
to. official  U,  'H,  stondards  for.gr-jdes  of  carccss  meats. 

Provision  is  :'.ade  in  the  regulation,  as  amended,  for  self -grading  of 
meat  when  authority  is  granted  after  the  services  of  an  official  grader  have 
been  requested  but  not  supplied^     Beef  so  graded  cannot  be  stamped  higher 
than  Commercial,     Solf-grading  may  also  be  done  v/ithout  request  for  official 
service,  but  in  tliis  case  no  beef  grade  higher  than  Cutter  con  be  assigned. 
There  arr  similar  restrictions  on  the  highest  grado  assignable  in  self- 
grf'.ding  of  veal,  c  If ,  lamb,  yearling  mutto:a,  and  mutton. 

Thus,  all  meat  except  pork  cuts  now  carries  a  grade  stam.p.    All  beef 
of  Good  grcde  or  higher.,  and  much  of  thac  grading  Commercial  or  lower,  has 
an  official  stranp--a  purple  ribbon-like  stnmp — shov/ing  that  it  was  graded  by 
an  official  grader,.    Meat  that  was  produced  in  Federally  inspected  plants 
and  in  other  plants  vdth  inspection  qualifying  u.nder  gri-.ding  regulations  is 
stamped  "lJ,  S,"  along  with  the  grado  name.    Moat  produced  in  other  plants 
will  carry  only  the  grade  without  the  "U.  S.".   The  cost  of  grading  will  con- 
tinue to  be  paid  from,  fees  assessed  slaughterers. 
Cattle  Marketings  Y.'',riable  in  May, 
Prices  Drop  Toward  NexT  CeiTiiX'i^Level 

Cat.tle  m.ar'cetings  fluctun.ted  rather  sharply  week  by  v^eek  in  May  as 
producers  responded  variously  to  the  OPS  s.nnouncements  of  April  28  and  to 
price  changes.     The  month's  total  marketings  wgtq  m.oderately  larger  than  in 
alpril,     T].'ie  increase  was  about  aver-^^ge  for  the  season.    May  slaughter  prob- 
ably included  some  cattle  previously  planned  for  sale  in  later  months,  but 
on  the  other  hand  some  other  cattle  may  have  been  held  off  the  market  in  May, 
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Average  weights  of  Corn  Belt  steers  at  Midwest  markets  show  little 
evidence  of  many  cattle  rushed  to  market  at  light  weights©    Only  in  the 
week  of'  May  3,  the  first  after  the  April  28  annoimcement ,  were  average 
weights  below  their  previous  level.    Weights  at  Chicago  the  week  ending 
May  24  ax^eraged  1  pcu.nd  ne^.-vic^r  than  a  month  earlier,  at  Om.aha  1  pound 
lighter,  anc-  at  Sicux  City  8  poar.dd  heaviero 

for  slau^ht'sr  s'zesvfj 
Friv?es -^declined  cL-^^irg  May^     The  week  ending  May  24  prices  of  beef 

steers  at  Chio&.go  by  grados  were  .fO,,  14  to  ';|'2«78  per  100  pounds  below  their 

A-pril  average.,'    However ,  they  wore  not  do^vn.  to  "che  average  oeiling  level 

that  went  into  effect  in  late  May  and  early  June^   (See  table  1,) 

Feeder  cattle  prices  in  May  fell  off  no  more  than  slaughter  steerO 
prices*  The  average  cos"C  of  stookers  and  feeders  at  Kensas  City  the  week 
ending  May  24  was  $34,09  per  100  p.-'ijndS;.  .^laBS  less  than  the  April  average 
and  IBoTS  higher  than  a  year  ear-j.iero  This  indicates  a  strong  demand  for 
stockers  and  feeders  in  spite  of  the  price  ceilings  now  going  into  effect 
and  the  rollbacks  scheduled  for  later. 

Cattle  Ma rl^ tings  to_  Fluctuate ^  but 
may  Total  as  Much  as  Last  Year 

Cattle  marketings  are  expected  to  fluctuate  more  than  usual  from  wee 
to  week  and  perhaps  from  month  to  month*     Legislative  developments  v;ill  be 
a  factor  affecting  theme     The  Defense  Production  Act  of  1950,  the  basic 
authority  for  price  controls,  is  due  to  expire  June  30* 

Some  reduction  in  cattle  slaughter  in  June  below  that  othervirise 
expected  is  entirely  possibloo    On  the  other  hand,  it  is  seldom  profitable 
to  delay  marketing  fed  cattle  very  long  after  they  reach  a  high  finish* 
Also,  the  prospect  of  a  lower  price  ceiling  on  August  1  will  stimulate 
marketings  before  that  date.     Therefore  very  small  marketings  are  unlikely 
in  June,  and  an  increase  may  be  expected  in  July« 

Sharply  curtailed  marketings  are  to  be  expected  just  after  the 
August  1  and  October  1  rollback  dates. 

Cattle  slaughter  from  June  through  December  is  likely  to  total  at 
least  as  large  as  in  the  same  p'eriod  last  year*     Steer"  and  heifer  slaughter 
will  probably  be  nearly  as  large  as  it  would  be  in  the  absence  of  price 
control  orders*     Some  cows  otherwise  due  to  be  marketed  might  be-  held  back 
past  December  31,  but  their  numbers  might  no  more  than  offset  the  trend 
toward  a  larger  cattle  slaughter  this  year.     The  greater  number  of  cattle 
on  farms  this  year--4,l  million  more — would  normally  be  expected  to  result 
in  some  increase  in  slaughter.    Moreover,  more  cattle  have  been  on  feed 
than  last  year# 

Total  Meat  Supply  for  1951 

to~"Exceed  1950  '  *  ' 

Production  of  meat  will  continue  larger  than  last  year,  due  chiefly 
to  the  large  production  of  pork.     If  cattle  slaughter  shows  a  moderate 
increase,  meat  consumption  per  person  may  rise  2  to  3  pounds  above  the 
144  pounds  in  1950, 
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Table  2»-  Price  por  100  pounds  for  Choice  ?^rodo  slaughtor  steers  and  hoifers 
at  Chicago,  by  vosrs  1940-49,  by  months  1950-51  and  epproximate  ceiling 

pricG  June-Septembor  1951 

  .          (Data  for  covsr  P^g®)   

:  Stoors  l/ 


Period 


Dollars 


Heifers  2/ 


Dollars 


By  years 


1940 

10.58 

9,95 

1941 

11,50 

11.06 

1942 

14,00 

13,27 

1943 

15,32 

14.56 

1944 

15.80 

15.16 

1945 

16.01 

15.31 

1946 

19,79 

18,43 

1947 

26.94 

24,68 

1948 

31,48 

29,98 

1949 

26.70 

25.60 

1950 

30.16 

28,94 

By  months: 

1950  January 

30.52 

26,86 

February 

29.72 

26.44 

March 

28.88 

26.46 

April 

23.35 

27.16 

May 

29.43 

28,74 

June 

29,91 

29.36 

July 

30.46 

30.00 

August 

29,97 

29.01 

Septer.bor 

30,26 

29.20 

October 

30.08 

29,62 

November 

31,20 

31.18 

Decernber 

33,20 

33.25 

1951  Ja.nuary 

35.03 

34.30 

February 

36.32 

35.02 

March 

36.99 

35»  33 

April 

37.34 

36.01 

May  £/ 

36.60 

35.56 

June-July  1951  coiling 
August- Sept  ember  1951  ceiling 


3/  34.20 
3/  52.70 


1/  Average  of  900-~1100  lb,'"and  1100-1300  "lb.  slaughter '  steors. 

2/  For  750-900  lb,  slaughter  heifers  1940  to  July  1942,  and  average  of 

600-800  and  800-1,000  lb,  since  July  1942, 

zj  Approximate  live  animal  equivalent  of  announced  ceiling  prices  on  Choice 
beef  carcasses  at  wholesale. 
4/  Average  for  3  '.veeks. 
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Veal  supplies  psr  T)srson  ars  likely  to  equal  last  year  only  in 
occasional  mont;is.     Lamb  and  mutton  will  continue  to  "be  in  shorter  supply 
than  last  year« 

Ear ly  Spring  Lamb  Development  Fairly  Good 
Though  Delayod  by  Poo_r_  Pastures 

The  condition  of  early  spring  lambs  was  generally  favorable  on  May  1 
despite  cool  v.-eather  during  most  of  April  and  slo^v  growth  of  pastures  and 
ranges  in  many  sections.    Drought  conditions  still  persisted  over  much  of 
the  Southv^Gst,  retarding  lamb  development  and  causing  many  j'^earlings  to 
move  out  of  the  area  in  feeder  fleshy    In  the  Pacific  Northwest  dry  v/eather 
delayed  groi'vth  of  pasture  and  lambs  made  slov;  progress*    In  the  South- 
eastern Sbotes  cool  wet  weather  retarded  the  development  of  early  lambs  and 
v.dll  probably  result  in  later  marketings  than  last  year.    In  California, 
however,  earl^?'  pastures  were  very  good  and  rnuch  of  the  early  lamb  crop  there 
has  been  marketed  at  better  than  average  v/eights  &jid  finish. 

The  unfavorable  vreather  has  resulted  in  a  May  1  range  feed  condition 
below  average  for  each  of  the  17  Western  States.    Livestock  are  generally  in 
good  condition  except  in  the  dry  Southv/est,  particularly  in  Texas.    There  is 
generally  a  good  calf  crop.    Late  lamb  crop  prospects  are  favorable  except 
in  areas  of  extended  drought. 

World  Meat  Production  at 
New  High  in  1950 

Meat  production  during  1950  in  the  principal  livestock  countries  of 
the  world,  exclusive  of  the  Far  East,  is  es-timated  by  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  at  about  72.5  billion  pounds.     This  is  an. 
increase  of  5  percent  from  the  1949  output  and  6  percent  from  the  1934-38 
prewar  average.  ■  An  outstanding  increase  in  pork  production  plus  slightly 
larger  beef  sup"i>lies  more  than  offset  a  dec-rease  in  lamb  and  mutton  output. 

Output  on  all  continents  except  South  America  and  Oceania  equalled 
or  exceeded  that-  of  1949,    The  largest  gains  were  reported  for  Europe  and 
the  Soviet  Union.    "Production  in  Argentina,  Uruguay  and  Australia  declined 
moderately  but  v^as  still  above  prewar* 

Because  of  the  larger  livestock  numbers  on  farms  and  ranches  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  the  outlook  appears  favorable  for  a  continued  rise 
in  v/orld  meat  production  during  1951.     The  extent  of  increase  ivill  be 
contingent  upon  pastures  and  feed  supplies. 

Rank  of  States  in  Livestock  Numbers  and  Production 
by  Lucille  Y'/,  Johnson 


:  Requests  are  often  received  for  a  listing  of  States: 
:  according  to  their  relative  position  in  livestock  : 
:  production.     The  tables  that  follow  provide  this  : 
information,  : 

Tables  3,  4  and  5  present  data  shovz-ing  the  relative  position  of  each 
state  in  numbers  and  production  of  meat  animals.    Numbe'rs  are  the  January  1, 
1951  inventory  of  cattle  and  calves  and  of  sheep  and  lairbs  on  farms,  and  the 
1950  pig  crop.     Production  is  the  liveweight  of  farm  production  in  1950--the 
total  poundage  produced  on  farms  and  ranches  during  the  year. 
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Table  3        Rank  of  states  ir?  numbers  of  cattle  and  calves  on  farms  January  1,  1951 

caTYe"s  (crttTe  "noFlb'r  milP^*) 


Rank ) 

Sill  cE'.tt.le  p no 

Ives 

Gta.te        ^  ; 

irnlier 

L"h.o 

-IS  a  no  s 

1  ! 

' '? 

,.<;.;./ 

-  2  ! 

Iowa  .,00. 

5, ,2'':  3 

O  •  ! 

!7f-bra8k-rv  •...  =  „. 

•i 

,j.,J 

i-  •  J 

Vdsconsl ■?  ..... 

6 

,C=lb 

5  '  ! 

Kansas     .  •  

1^ 

,  91  ^ 

n  •  ! 

'  Missouri   

*7  T 

7  •  ' 

' 'ina.es  Ota  

■J 

,o 

:  1 1  lino  is  .. ,  »  , . . 

O 

3  Ol  ( 

9  . 

:  G8ii"?oynia 

o 
c 

,8 

10  : 

GklaheiTif  

o 

c 

'J  1  "I 

1.1-  : 

South  DfAkota  .. 

2 

.  '.  ^ 

12-  ! 

Ne\'T-York  r  . . . . . 

o 

c 

13  : 

Ohio  

2 

o  tr 

,2  CO 

11-  ! 

Is'iishigan 

J. 

,971 

15'.  ; 

liK^  iana 

1 

,8'i;3 

16-  . 

'  Gelc'trado  

1 

,olo 

17.  i 

'  !»;IontaB.av 

1 

,815 

18  .  • 

.Pennsylvan  j. a  ,  •  ^ 

1 

,808 

19  ! 

Mis:^i3sip;:i  ,  •  * 

1 

,791 

20.  < 

KcntucVy 

1 

21^  - 

'  Loi5iis:i..i.ro  « , .  . . 

1 

c  /'*  r\ 

,569 

22.  s 

Ten-r»i.osse?  ,  ,.  ,  . , 

J. 

2Z-  • 

•  Florida 

J. 

,  o03 

24.  I 

ITorth.  Dakota  ,. 

i 

■  '±9d 

25 

I  i  ^  .ift.bs.jTia  •...«•• 

± 

, -J:76 

26. 

;  Gcorr^ia  •••..*• 

X 

,  3  ^0 

27 

:  /.•.rl"ariss  s 

1 

o  o  o 

,<c;82 

2  P. 

Vir^ii'LiL 

1 

'1  I'  l  rv 

,  1  y , 

29 

'  -IkivT  Mexico  ..08 

\ 

J 1  y  u 

30 

■  Or^^r^on.  . 

1 

,118 

51 

V'Jyojni  nj;:  •<>..... 

1 

,0<fcl 

32  ' 

'  "Idaho  ......... 

I' 8  6 

33 

:  ila^hdngt on  ^ . .  . 

.■to 

34 

:  »\rj.^ona.  ....... 

*~i  f">  r? 

883 

35 

:  North:  C-O:rolina  . 

788 

36  - 

"i'Te.vada 

580 

37 

;  We.st-  Vir.gini^d  . 

570 

38 

1.1'tE^h '  «......*•• 

560 

39 

!  ifc.ryl^.uid  • 

471 

40 

:  Vermont  ....... 

429 

41  - 

!  South  Carolina 

396 

42 

;  -''Tevir- Jersey  •••• 

228 

43 

!  Mndne-  ......... 

21.t 

44 

:  •  3VIa  a-s  a  ch  u  s  e  1 1  s  . 

177 

45 

:  •Comiocti^jat  « . , 

171 

46 

i  113.1^;  •Ha.fr.p  shi-re.  . 

117 

47 

:  -De  1  emar  o,  ....... 

63 

48 

:  ,I^3^od£i.  J^l'-iind  . ,' 

27 

United  States  Tot^l  . 

8^r 

,179 

Be.pf  cattle  and 
To'bkl  ■  " 
State  ~  : 


wumDsr 
Thousands 


:.Beef  cows  2  years  and  over 
:  State  :  Number 

Thousands 


ioxas  -»  

I  owa   

abraska  ... . 
.Kansas  ....... 

Missouri  , . . 

South  Dakota 

Oklaho.m  . .  ♦ 
.Illinois  .... 
.i^ntana  , . , , 
..Colorado  • . . 

California  .. 

Florida 
.ITep;  Iiexico  • 

Minnesota  .. 

Jjouisiana  • . 

"ivyoming      .  . 
.Mississippi 

iJo rth .  Dakota 
.Kentucky .... 

Arizona  • • . • 

Indiana. .... 
.Oregon, . . . , „ 

Alabama  .... 
,  Georgia 

Tennessee 

Tdabo 

Ohio  •  ,  . 

. Arkansas  .  . . 
Fevad5-  ..... 

Tirgi-iiia  • . . 

shington  , 
Utp-h.  .. 

Michigan  * . • 
V-isoon^in  . . 
Pennsylvania 
Fest,  yirginia 
Fo  r  .th .  C  a  r o  1  ina 
S  o  u t h  C  a  r o 1 i  na 
New.  Yo  rk  ... 
Maryland.  • , . 
]\,k'.ine  «  •  . . . . 
y^irmont.     •  • 
TTeH,  J.'3.r,sey  • 
Connecticut 
.l^ia  s  s  c'..  chu.  s  ott  s 
N^vr  Hampshire 
Dol^?.ware  ... 
Rhode  Island  . 


v 

,26b 

ffi  _  _  — .  _ 

5 

,715 

3  J 

,  443 

1 

*'5  O  O 

,222 

Kansas,  

1 

,001 

y 

,  9(-il 

0if.la.homa  ..... 

843 

Montana   

0.12 

1_ 

,8 15 

bouoh  Dakota  • 

oOO 

1 

,760 

Iowa  ......... 

■ 

ooo 

i 

Ti  <} 
,  I  i.O 

R  ,1  1 
DU-'-i 

i_ 

,  oil 

Missouri  ..... 

t?  /I  "2 

1 

,  50i-i 

Colorado   

ocO 

1 

,  461 

.■\'Q^y  Mexico  e.. 

615 

T 

X 

o  r'\r\ 
,-^00 

Ca  1  if 0  rni a  .  •  • 

± 

,  lu3 

Louisiana  .... 

b  r  4 

1 

,061 

"i/Jyoming 

- 

T 

,  UiO 

i^'Iis  si-S  sipp3.  •• 

9  "8 

Arizona  

-±06 

Pi  'I  c 

y-.co 

845 

i.'orth  Dakota  • 

rr  rt 

36o 

828 

_ 

3  52 

807 

Alabama 

-v 

3/)  3 

803 

Nevada  ....... 

295 

738 

Georgia   

o  o  r7 

283 

698 

ArKC'nsas 

268 

6o2 

KenbuQky   

; 

2-il 

to  5  5 

I  giano  • »  

224 

612 

Tennessee  , . . . 

609 

T  no 

199 

581 

Mirci^sota  .... 

i80 

537 

Virginia  .....  . 

177 

4do 

L  0  c  *  {1          ^.   •  »  #  #  t  •  • 

• 

i  /  5 

<iQ  'j: 

i"fosii?.iig "ton  •  •  • 

o  o 

<:.o2 

- 

112 

ty  r* 

3o  / 

vvest  Virf^inia 

83 

315 

TT         J_'l         r\  ^ 

North.  .Carpi ma 

70 

2.!:t3 

■lipnigan  

• 

52 

248 

South  Carolina 

36 

205 

f  enp.^y  1  va  ni  a 

24 

loO 

rip.ryla-pd  .  . ,  ,  • 

21 

llo 

Wipponsin  ...» 

20 

9'-; 

li^jw  York  . . ,  • . 

17 

20 

/jaine,  ......... 

5 

18 

yer^ront 

2 

10 

Mas  s  s.  chu  s  e  tt  s 

2 

9 

D.el aware  ..... 

2 

r. 
O 

IvyV/  Hampsh-ire 

1 

8 

,Cpnnec,ticut  , . 

1 

6 
1 

Feyr  Jer.s  ey  ... 

1 

,514 

18" 

7383" 
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Table  4e-  RarJc  oi'  states  in  numbers  of  rrLilk  cows  and  sheOp  on  farms  January  1, 

1951  and  pigs  saved  1950« 


Milk  cows  2  years  : 

Rank  : 

and  ovGr  ? 

:            Stato            :  lluniber: 

All  "sheep  and  Iambi 


ITumber  pigs  saved  l/ 


State 


Thousands 


Unit 


"Wiscongiii 
FeViT  York 
Ilinnesota 
T;-^xas  •••• 
Iov7a 

Ohio-  

Michl.^tin  • 

Perin*sylvania 

i.'Iir^souri  . 

ri'linois  a 

California 

Indir^na  . . 

OklahoTP.a  , 

Kontuclcy  •  •  c 

Tennessee  . . 

Kansas  • . • . » 

■Mis'S-issippi 

Virginia 

■Nebraska  , . . 

Alabajna  «... 

■Arka.nsas  ,  •  • 

Geor'^ia 

North  Bakota 

I^brth  Carolina 

South  Dakota  , 

Louisiana  , , • 

Washin.e-ton  «• 

Vermont 

Maryland  • . • • 

Oregon  ^•».*« 

■'*[est  Virginia 

Idaho  ••.«•<>. 

Colorado  « • . « 

South  Carolina 
•j'ew  Jersey 
■Florida 
•Montana  ••••• 
■ Ma  s  s  a  ehu  s  ett  s 

Maine  ••««••. 
•Gonneoticut  • 

Utah  

■T'^ew  Hampshire 

TTew  Mexico  «  • 

li-Jyomirg 

Arizona  •••g. 

Delaware  • . • • 

Revada  « • . ^ . . 

Rhode  Island 
d  States  Total 


,456 

,483 
,471 
,309 
,158 

,060 
,026 
,010 

-994 
-972 
885 
721 
648 
640 
640 
634 
554 
507 
467 
447 
435 
414 
409 
399 
568 
338 
319 
281 
255 
235 
232 
220 
198 
174 
164 
152 
123 
122 
120 
116 
112 
7l. 
57 
54 
50 
38 
21 
21 


Texas  • . . . 

Wyoming  • , 

J.'bntana  , , 
Ca  lifornia 
Colorado  • 

Utah  

i^ew  Mexico 


liumberr 
Thousands 


-Missouri 
Ohio  .... 

lovra-  ♦  i, . . 
Idaho  . • . 
So-uth  Dsikot 
Nebraska 
•Kentuckv 
Minnesota 
Kansas  .. 


Oregon 


Illinois  . 
•Indiana  .  • 
Nevada  , , , 
•Michigan  . 
•Arizona  .  > 
North  Dakota 
Washington  e 
West  Virginia 
Virginia 
•Wisconsin  •. 
•Tennessee 
Pennsylvania 
-New  York  • . . 
-Louisiana  .. 
Oklahoma 
•Missi  ssippi 
Arkansas  ••. 
Maryland  . . . 
North  Carol! 
AlabajTia  .... 
'.laine 


•  •  •  •  • 


Georgia  , , . 
Florida  ... 
-Vermont  ... 
New  Jersey 
I'fessachusetts 
Uew  Kemp shire 
Connecticut  • . 
Couth  Carolina 
Delaware  , .  .  .  , 
Phode  Island 


State 


:  Numb  er 


Thousands 


7,119 

1,934 
1,870 
1,867 
1,645 
1,438 
1,384 
1  ,.214 
1,128 
1,021 
1,020 
893 
815 
749 
737 
694 
.656 
625 
472 
465 
.428 
38  5 
.375 
337 
311 
299 
285 
270 
221 
182 
148 
145 
106 
60 
49 
39 
23 
20 
14 
12 
11 
10 
9 
7 
6 
o 
2 
2 


lov/a  o  

Il-linoi,s  ... 
Indiana  .... 
Missouri  ... 
•Minnesota  , . 

Ohio  

Nebraska  . .  . 
Wisconsin  . • 
•Georgia  .... 

Texas  ...... 

South  Dakota 
Kentucky  . . • 
Kansas  ..... 

Tennessee  .. 
Alabama  • . . . 
North  Carolina 
■Michigan  .... 

Arkansas 
Oklahoma  • •  •  • 

Virginia  «... 
Mississippi  • 
Louisiana  , , . 
Pennsylvania 
•South  Carolina 
■Florida  «... 
California  , 
North  Dakota 
Colorado  ••• 
Maryland  . • • 
West  Virginia 
New  York.  • • 


Oregon  • . . . • 


Idaho  • . • . . 
•Washington 

Montana 

New  Jersey 

Utah  

Wyoming  . ,  . 

i'lassachusetts 
-New  r'lexico  « 

Delavmre  ••. 

Connecticut 

Maine  ••.•«. 

Vermont  .... 

Nevada  • • . . . 

Arizona 

!^ev;  Nampshirs 

Rhode  Island 


:,579 


^1,505 


100 , 1 


l/  Total  of  pigs  saved  from  erring  and  fall  1950  pig  crops  December  1-December  1, 
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Table  5«-  Rank  of  states  in  liver/eight  of  fam  production  of  meat  animals,  1950  l/ 


Cattl_e_ 
St8.to 


and  cr.lves 


'reductions 


ShGep_ 
State""^ 


and  lambs 


Texas  •  •  • » 
Iowa  •  •  • . . 
Nebraska  • 
Kansf  s  • a • 
Illinois  • 
Minnesota 
Missouri  • 
California 
V.'i scons  in 
Oklahoriia  • 
South  Dakota 
Colorado  • 
Indiana  • • 


Montana 


Ohio  

Michigan  • 
Kentucky  . 
ibrth  Dakota 
V^mi  Yo  rk  ♦  • 
P.onnsylvani 
Tennessee  , 
iJew  Mexico 
Oregon  •••• 
Mississippi 
Wyoming  •  •  • 
Idaho  ». 
Arkansas  >.  • 
Alabama  • , . 
Louisa 8119  • 
Virginia  • • 
Washington 
Georgia  ... 
Ariz  on?'  ••• 
Florida 

Utah  

Neva  da 

>;  o  r t h  C  a  r o  1  ina 
■'■est  Virginia 
M?-  ryland  •  •  • . 
South  Carol in 
Vermont 
Tevr  Jersey  •  • 
Iiaine  •«•••«• 
Connecticut  • 
Massachusetts 
New  Hampshire 
Delaware  ••••• 
R>iode  Island  • 
United  States  JTo t a  1 

Ij''  Livov/eight  prod'aced  during  year  by  livestock 
2/  Less  than  500,000  lbs. 


Texas   

California  •• 
Colorado 
Idaho  «•••.•• 
IVyoming  •  •  •  • . 
Missouri  eo«. 
Montana  • . • • • 
I owa  •...«••. 

Utah  

Kentucky  • . , . 

Kansas  • 

Minnesota  - , , , 
Ivew  Mexico  •  • 
Ohio 

Nebraska 
Oregon 
South  Dakota 
Illinois 
Indians  , » . , , 
Michigan  • • 
Washington 
I-Tevada  ...... 

Virginia 
West  Virginia 
Tennessee  •.. 
Arizona  • • . . . 
North  Dakota 
Wisconsin  ... 
Pennsylvania 
r:ow  York  .... 

Oklahoma  • .  •  • 
Mississippi  . 
Marvland  .  •  • . 
Arkansas  .... 

Louisiana  ••• 
Jbrth  Carolina 
Mai  n-3 
Alabama 
¥.e\i  Jersey  • . 

Verinont  

Massachusetts 
Georgia  ..... 
^leV'!  Hampshire 
Florida  •••«• 
Corjsecticut  . 
Phode  Island 
Delaware  • . • • 
South  Carolina 


•  .  r  .  •  . 


*  *  •  .  6 


Production 
Mil .lbs. 


194 
100 
83 
80 
74 
70 
62 
59 
58 
48 
.44 
44 
43 
41 
41 
37 
37 
54 
26 
21 
20 
19 
19 
17 
16 
15 
15 
14 
7 
6 
6 

7 

<J 

2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2/ 


2/ 

_  l  ,^6_2^_ 
on  farms. 


:  Hogs  

}        State  tProduction 
MilVlbs, 

Iowa   4,682 

Illinois  2,279 

Indiana   1,773 

I'iissouri   1,546 

Minnesota  •••»  1,496 

Ohio    1,150 

Nebraska  .....  f40 

W'isconsin  ••••  731 

South  Dakota  •  545 

Texas  •   497 

Georgia   442 

Kansas   429 

Kentucky  •  •  •  • •  416 

Tcmnessee  389 

North  Carolina  516 

Michigan  • .  • .  r  513 

Alabam.a   311 

Oklahoma  .....  282 

Arkansas  .....  251 

Virginia  245 

Pennsylvania  ,  200 

Mississippi  ••  198 

South  Carolina  191 

California  ...  176 

North  Dakota  ,  169 

Louisiana  1 

Florida  125 

Colorado  102 

Maryland  69 

Y>.'est  Virginia  69 

Oregon  .......  59 

New  York  .  •  • .  •  58 

Idaho' ........  54 

Washington  •••  46 

Montana   45 

Utah  e.  .27 

New  Jersey  • 26 

Wyoming  ......  25 

New  Mexico  22 

Massachusetts  18 

Connecticut  • •  11 

Maine  •  •  10 

Del awar  e  •  •  •  •  .  9 

Vermont  8 

Nevada  .......  7 

Arizona   6 

Hew  Hampshire  4 

Rhode  Island  •   2^_ 

 20,927 

Preliminary  data. 


LlAY  1951 


-  14  - 


Tercas  raiilcs  first  in  nir^bors  of  all  cattle  end  calves  on  farms #  The 
QjSoO^OOO  hear!  th^-^re  this  yer.r  not  only  leads  th  s  nation,  but  also  is  the 
largest  number  reported  for  that  State  since  l'502o 

The  principal  be^f  cattle  regions  are  the  Great  Plains,  Corn  Belt, 
ond  I'Vest.    V'fGst3rn  States  tend  to.  specialize  in  nxisine;  calves  and  steers 
for  sale  as  feeders,  ird.  they  niaintain  large  herds  of  breeding  stocko  The 
Corn  Belt  cabtle  industry  c'enters  more  in  grain  feeding  o'f  beef  cattle.  The 
grazing  area  of  the  Fl^inv*;  States  resembles  the  Vi«esf  in  p 'reducing  feeder 
stock,  though  Kansas  and  l:7ebraska'  also  have  areas  v/here  many  cattle  arc  fed. 

These  differences  are  revealed  in  the  racking  of  'States.  Texas, 
Oklahoma,  Kansas,  T^ebraska,  and  'Soutli  Lakota,  all  Pla'ihs  States,  hold  5  of 
the_  6  top  positions  iii  beef  coir  numbers «     They  are  v/ifhiu  the  top  7  in 
numbers  of  all  beef  cottle,  and  they  also  rank  high  in  livev/eight  of  cattle 
production.    The  VJestern  States,  led  by  Montana,  Col'orado,  California  and 
New  Mexico,  are  v/ell  up  in  inventories  of  be"f  cows  'and  all  beef  cattle. 
Both  the  Plains  States  and  the  ".'est.^rn  States  ronk      sli'];Htly  lov/er  in  January 
inventories  of  all  beef  cattle  then  of  beof  cows  alone/  "'jecause  a  substan-cial 
oert  pf  the  young  stock  raised    there     .  is  shipped 'out'  before  January  1 — 
usually  to  tlie  Corn  Belt.  ' 

Corn  Bolt  States  rank  hi,^:'hest  when  the  comparison  is  of  liveweight 
produced.    In  contrast  with  the  Plains  and  West  v/norc-  cattle  are  sold  at 
light  vreights,  the  Corn  Belt  riot  only  raises  and  feeds  its  native  cattle  to 
heavy  slaughter  weights  but  riVso  puts  a  big  poundage  on  cattle  brought  in 
as  feeders*     In  addition,  dairy  animals  raised  in  the  Corn  Belt  contribute 
a  sizable  annual  livewoight  production.     The  Com  Belt  Statds  of  lovra, 
Missouri  and  Illinois  stand  high  in  annual  liveweight  production  of  cattle. 

i^.m.ong  Southern  States  east  of  Texas,  the  leaders  in  beef  cattle 
numbers  o.nd  production  are  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  liississippi,  Florida 
stands  eighth  in  numbers  of  beef  cows,  and  Louisiana  tlcirteentho 

Doirying  is  most  concentrated  in  the  region  surrounding  the  Great 
Lakes.    Wisconsin  is  th -i  ' leading  state  in  n^urrbers  of  milk  cov/Sj  and  Nevf 
York  and  'viinnesota  follow-.  ' 

Texas  far  outdistances  the  other  states  in  its  number  of  sheep  and 
Ir^bs,  having  23  percent  of  the  nation's  nuiabcr  or  about  as  many  as  the 
combined  num.ber  in  the  next  4  states,  Yfyoming,  !'iontana,  California,  and 
Colorado. 

lov^a  leads  in  the'riumber  of  pigs  saved.    The ' 20, 759,000  head  in  1950 
were  twice  as  many  c s  were  saved  in  Illinois.     lov/a  has  one-fifth  of  the 
no.tion»  s  pig  crop. 

The  ranking  of  states  in  size  of  pig  crops  varies '  little  from  year  • 
to  year,  as  the  muTibers  of  pigs  saved  in  the  different  States  tend  to 
increase  or  decrease  in  line "with  the  national  total. 
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i?E\V  OK  REVISED  SERIES 

Tablos  D  to  13  revise  or  oxtond  tables  previously  published  in  this 
Situatioiig     Trblo  7  contains  rsvisod  prices  received  by  farmers  for  meat 
arliiTiais  in  1950,     Tables  8  to  13  give  detailed  livestock  slaughtcsr  and  meat 
distribution  data  for  1950  along  with  suinmary  tablos  brougli-c  to  date, 

Table  '  6  is  a  s.^ries  on  production  and  distribution  of  edible  offal 
that  is  published  ara:ually  in- this  Situation,     Edible  of fal .  products  such 
as  liver,  hearb,  head  me;--t,  tongue „  tripe,  plucks,  swoetbreods ,  and  others 
are  not  a  part  of  raeat  production  as  usually  reported  but  are  a  significant 
itcva  in  the  nation's-  food  supply*    Consumption  is  estimtod  at  a  little  more 
than  10  pounds  per  person  per  year* 

Data  on  edible  offals  havo  a  rather  large  probable  error,  because 
production  data  are  derived  by  applying  a  constant  percentage  factor  to 
meat  production  ".nd  because  other  data  such  as  stocks  and  foreign  trade  do 
not  cover  all  offal  products* 

A  fuller  explcaiation  of  the  offal  data  m.ay  be  found  in  the  May  1949 

issue,, 
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Table  10«-  Summary  of  total  meot  supply  and  distribution, 

;  by  quarter- year,  1949-50 

  "  'Carca'ss-Vv'eight  equivalent 


United  States, 


;  Federally 

inspected 

« 
• 

Non- 

:  Civilian 

Period 

• 

[Supply  1^/ : 

1  • 
1  • 

• 

J,  i.  VJ.  ^  X  X  ^ 

O         ^      O  ^ 
• 

Disappearance  2/  : 

inspected 

:  consumption 

Non- 
civilian  3/ 

/*  Ci  VT  lian  * 

di  sappear- 
ance  4/ 

• 

iOt;ai 

:  Per  • 
tcauita  5/ 

r  Mj_i .  iK^ 

MiTTIK' 

"im.ib. 

Mi  1,1b/ 

Mile  lb. 

■"Lb.^ 

194:$ 

Jan. -Mar, 

s  4,680 

743 

171 

3,766 

1,712 

5,478 

37,1 

Apr.- June 

!  4,364- 

508 

144 

3,712 

1,465 

■  5,177 

34.9 

July-Sept. ! 

4,297 

283 

146 

3,868 

1,275 

5,143 

34.6 

Oct. -Dec,  ! 

4^732' 

62'5  ' 

153 

3,954 

1,626 

5,580 

37,3 

Year  i 

16,539 

625 

614 

15,300 

6,078 

21,378 

143,9 

1950 

Jan, -Mar.  ! 

>  4,S91 

670 

124 

3,897 

1,683 

5,580 

37,0 

Apr, -June  j 

(  4,491 

;  543 

119 

■  3,829 

1,480 

:  5,309 

35,2 

July- Sept, 

I     4, 402 

-  336 

207 

3,859 

1,28 
1,622 

5,143 

34,0 

Oct, -Dec,  J 

4,998 

670 

272 

4,056 

5,678 

37,5 

Year  j 

!  17',0"33 

670 

722 

15,641 

6,069 

21^710 

143.7 

1^  Production  plus  imports  plus  beginning  stocks, 

2^  Supply  minus  ending  stocks,  divided  into  civilian  and  non-civilian  uses, 

3/  Net  USDA,  Ar-ied  For  ces,  and  other  war  agency  purchases,  plus  commercial  exports 

8jid  shipments* 

4/  From  non- inspected  commercial  and  farm  slaughter.    Considered  to  be  entirely 
civilian  consumntion* 

5/  Based  on  popul ition  ' eating  from  civilian  supplies,  including  adjustment  for 
underenumeration    of  children,     ■        '  ~ 


Table  ll*-  Ci^dlian  consumption  of  meat,  total  and  per  capita,  by  kind, 

by  quarter-year,  1949  and  19  50 


Year 

!  Beef 

!       Veal.  [ 

Lamb  and 
mutton 

:Pork, 

:  ing 

exclud- 
lard 

:  All 
:     ■  meat 

• 

;  Total] 

• 

Per 
capita 

]  Total 

:  Per  ; 
:  capita 

.  Total' 

1 

Par 
cap  it a 

;  Total 

.  Per 

• 

:  capita 

!  Total! 

•  • 

For 
capita 

! Mi 1,1b. 

Lb. 

Mil. lb.  Lb. 

Mil.lb. 

Mil. lb.  Lb, 

Mil.lb. 

Lb. 

1949 

Jan, -Mar. 

!2-,360 

16,0 

296 

2,0 

173 

1.2 

2,649 

17.9 

5,478 

37.1 

Apr. -June  :2,365 

16.0 

302 

2.0 

122 

0,8 

2,388 

16,1 

5,177 

34.9 

July- Sept. 

!2,435 

16.4 

352 

2,4 

155 

1.0 

2,201 

14.8 

5,143 

34.6 

Oct. -Dec.  " 

[2,269 

15.1 

349 

2,3 

160 

1.1 

2,802 

18,8- 

5,580 

37.3 

Total  ! 

1,299 

8.7 

610 

4^1  _ 

10,040 

67,6 

21,378 

l<i^^ 

1950  ! 

Jan, -Mar.  ; 

[2,347 

15.6 

291 

1.9 

158 

1.0 

2,784 

18.5 

5,580 

37,0 

Apr. -June  , 

52,569 

15.7 

290 

1.9 

145 

1,0 

2,505 

16.6 

5,309 

35.2 

July-Sept, ! 

[2,413 

15.9 

314 

2.1 

150 

1.0 

2,2,66 

16.0  ■ 

5,143 

34.0 

Oct. -Dec, 

:2,393 

15.8 

297 

2,0 

145 

loO 

2,843 

18.7 

5,678 

37.5 

Total  ! 

9,522 

63.'0' 

1,192 

7.9 

5S8 

4.0 

10,398 

66.8 

21,710 

143.7 
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Selected  Prloe  Statlstlos  for  Meat  Animals  l/ 


Item 


Dnit 


Cattle  and  o a Ives  t 

Beef  steers,  slaughter  2/  : Dollars  per 

Chicago ,  Prime  :'■ 

Choice  

Good  ...t 

Commercial  ...«•...! 

Utility  t 

All  grades  

Omaha,  all  grades   i 

Sioux  City,  all  grades  v  i 

Cows,  Chicago  2/  J 

Commercial  •••••  .....t 

Utility  : 

Canner  and  Cutter  t 

Vealers,  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago  t 

Stooker  and  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City  t 

Price  received  by  farmers  t 

Beef  cattle  t 

Veal  calves   ....> 

t 
t 
t 
t 

 t 

 •  

 t 




Hogs 

Barrows  and  gilts 
Chicago 

160-180  pounds  

180-200  pounds   

200-220  pounds  

220-240  pounds  

240-270  pounds  

270-300  pounds   ....t 

All  weights   t 

Seven  markets  z/  ..t 

Sows ,  Chicago  *••.....: 

Price  received  by  farmers   t 

Hog-corn  price  ratio  ^  : 

Chicago,  barrows  and  gilts   : 

Price  received  by  farmers,  all  hogs  t 

t 

Sheep  and  lambs  t 
Sheep  : 
Slaughter  ewes.  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago 

Price  received  by  farmers  t 

Lambs  t 

Slaughter,  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago  ...t 

Feeding,  Good  and  Choice,  0mah& 
Price  received  by  famers  


All  meat  animals 

Index  number  price  received  by  farmers 


Heat 

Ylholesale,  Chicago 

Steer  beef  carcass.  Choice,  500-600  po\J 

Lamb  carcass.  Good,  30-40  pounds  

Composite  hog  products,  including  lard 


Average  per  100  pounds  . 
71.32  pounds  fresh  and  cur 
Average  per  100  pounds  . 
Retail,  United  States  average 
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XA  7A 
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1  7  ftR 
X  1  .  Ou 

9<^  AR 
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66  •  OO 
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0  1  .DO 

9Q  AJi 
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04. £0 

9K  7Q 

XR  19 
OO,  XC*. 

^R  RA. 
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An 
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1  CVtOC 

OR  OA 

91  Qfl 
cX.  9U 
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OU.6V 
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XX  Rh 
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t  16.44 

21,20 

15.80 

21.16 

20.75 

do. 

t  16.75 

21.97 

16.32 

21,89 

21.36 

do. 

1  16.80 

22.06 

16.52 

22,12 

21,56 

do. 

t  16.60 

21.97 

16.52 

22,11 

21,65 

do. 

s  16.26 

21.74 

16.41 

22.02 

21.48 

do. 

t  15.90 

21.38 

16.20 

21.76 

21.19 

do. 

:  16.28 

21.68 

16.33 

21.94 

21.33 

do. 

t  16.26 

21,39 

16.25 

21.66 

21.02 

do. 

:  14.07 

18.93 

14.67 

19.54 

19.02 

do. 

i  15.85 

20.95 

15.70 

21.20 

20.60 

do. 

t  12.2 

12.2 

11.5 

12.4 

11.9 

do. 

t  13.3 

13.2 

12.5 

13.2 

12.7 

do. 
do. 

I  13.11 
I  10.55 

22,06 
17.50 

13.18 
11.10 

23.21 
19.00 

22.24 
18.10 

do. 
do. 
do. 

:  25.48 
S/25.12 
:  23.20 

38.30 
6/33,62 
33.15 

26.54 
24.10 

40.93 
35.00 

39.17 
34.30 

1 

t 

1  303 

418 

312 

428 

428 

t 

:Dollar8  per 

':100  pounds 

43.02 

65*68 

43.82 

55.74 

66.61 

do. 

49.04 

55.24 

51.55 

55.15 

66.62 

t 
: 

Dollars  i 

17.94 

23.38 

17.98 

23.86 

22.74 

X 

do. 

t  24,63 

32.10 

24.68 

32,74 

31.22 

t 

do.  : 

21,00 

26*43 

20.98 

26.69 

25.91 

i 

do.  1 

t  29.44 

37.06 

29.42 

37.42 

56, 8S 

1 

Cents  1 

i 

per  pound  i 

67.4 

84.6 

68.1 

84.8 

86,4 

i 

•do.  1 

65.4 

74.6 

69.2 

73.5 

76.0 

t 

do.  1 

t  36.4 

45.0 

36.6 

45.5 

46.1 

1 
t 

213.3 

271.0 

214.9 

273.7 

274.1 

i 

221.7 

270.3 

224.6 

271.9 

272,5 

Lamb   

Pork,  including  lard  .. 
Index  number  meat  prices 
TOiolesale  (1926-100)  .. 

Retail  (1936-59=100)7/.  

L/  Annual  data  for  most  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  to  this  Situation,  February  1961. 
^  Grade  names  as  used  beginning  January  1951. 

S/  Chicago,  St.  Louis  N.  S.  Y. ,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St,  Joseph,  and  S.  St.  Paul. 
"Z/  Number  bushels  of  oorn  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 
5/  Average  for  January,  February  and  March. 
6/  Price  for  January  only. 

t/  Index  of  retail  meat  prices,  new  weights* 


May 


LMS-51 


-  25  - 


Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meats  l/ 


Item 

*  l&iit 

i 

:  Januarv-AiDril 

'     19  OU 

April 

1951 

!  1960 

\  1951 
• 

laarcn  s 

April  : 

May 

: 

.  135 

142 

122 

131 

144 

btocicer  ana  loeaer  snipmeu^o  i<o 

•  J.  jUUU 

:  514 

584 

xco 

J.OX 

lOl 

•  An 

:  425 

480 

Q 

y  o 

10  ( 

Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection 

• 
• 

NurriDer  slaughtered 

:'  4,082 

3,906 

959 

965 

894 

An 

:  1,988 

1,661 

m 

:  3,713 

3,193 

834 

738 

657 

a  A^ 

: 19,371 

20,849 

4,316 

6,117 

4,989 

:  10 

5 

11 

5 

o 

Average  live  v^eight  per  head 

.  995 

1,013 

7  7  X 

T  v007 

X  f  \J\J  1 

1,004 

\  181 

175 

181 

162 

169 

:  102 

103 

inn 

105 

104 

.  240 

245 

238 

240 

242 

Average  production 

\  546 

557 

I/O  X 

557 

560 

.  102 

99 

±\JCi 

97 

49 

49 

^n 

50 

.  134 

136 

X  oo 

135 

Pork,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  2/:  do. 

i  56 

56 

56 

56 

56 

35 

36 

35 

34 

35 

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight 

. .  :  do . 

15 

15 

15 

14 

14 

Total  production 

:I>lillion 

.  2,216 

2,165 

526 

535 

499 

200 

163 

50 

42 

39 

ISO 

156 

40 

37 

33 

2,598 

2,823 

574 

684 

672 

684 

745 

151 

176 

173 

Total  coimercial  slaughter  Z/ 

Ilumber  slaughtered 

:l,dOO  ! 

5,619 

5,329 

1  301 

3,409 

2,851 

834 

*761 

678  ■ 

4,049 

3,441 

922 

798 

720 

23,525 

25,239 

c    o  o  o 

b,iico 

C  ICQ 

b,  loo 

5,965 

Total  production 

:Kiilion: 

2,925 

2,846 

byb 

DOO 

350 

287 

o7 

/  o 

D  1 

194 

165 

A  A 

44 

IQ 

cy 

30 

3,120 

3,381 

688 

817 

795 

786 

849 

174 

201 

196 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month 

100 

149 

131 

111 

10 

8 

8 

7 

11 

9 

8 

5 

549 

642 

648 

643 

Total  meat  "and  meat  products  4/  .. 

. . . :  do .  : 

778 

918 

906 

877 

T/  Annual  data  for  r.ost  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  to  this  Situation,  February  1950. 
2/  Excludes  lard. 

Federally  inspected,  and  other  v.'holesale  sind  retail, 
^  Includes  stocks  of  sausage  and  sausage  room  products,  canned  meats  and  canned  meat  products,  and  edible 
offals,  in  addition  to  the  four  Tieats  listed. 
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